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International Forum for Trilateral Cooperation 2018
Keynote Speech
H.E. KOMURA Masahiko, Vice-President of the Liberal Democratic Party, Japan

1. Introduction

| would like to congratulate the Trilateral Cooperation Secretariat on organising the 6%
International Forum for Trilateral Cooperation. | understand that it is the second time since
2015 to have the Forum in Japan. It is truly timely as the coordination to host the Trilateral
Summit is in progress. | hope that the positive atmosphere of this Forum leads to the Summit,

and furthermore, to the subsequent greater development of trilateral cooperation.

Given that this year marks the 10t anniversary of the launch of the Trilateral Summit as an
independent setting, | understand that the general theme of this Forum is “to look back on the
past ten years of trilateral cooperation and foresee the coming ten years”. | believe that | am

expected to speak to invite you to “look back on the past ten years”.

Since | was given the honour of delivering this keynote speech, | would like to reflect not only
on the past ten years but start from the time when trilateral cooperation saw the light of day.
“Listening to the stories of elders” is a common virtue of the three countries. | would

appreciate your kind attention for a while.

2. History of trilateral cooperation

(1) The first dialogue of leaders of Japan, China and Korea

Trilateral cooperation originates from the first dialogue among the leaders of Japan, China and
Korea on the occasion of the ASEAN+Three Summit in Manila in November 1999, which was
proposed by the late Prime Minister OBUCHI Keizo and took the form of a breakfast meeting.
This kicked off the process of cooperation among the three countries, and since then, the
Trilateral Summit was held every year on the occasion of the ASEAN+Three Summit. | recall
that Prime Minister OBUCHI’s proposal of the Trilateral Leader’s meeting was made against
the backdrop of the Asian Financial Crisis. With the Financial Crisis of 1997 spilling over to
other countries and its influence spreading throughout East Asia, the three countries strongly
acknowledged the mutual dependence that existed among them. Furthermore, based on this

lesson learned, the growing momentum to strengthen regional cooperation in East Asia was



shared. In other words, in the face of a common challenge, the three countries were driven by

the necessity to cooperate.

However, | believe there was another reason why China and Korea acceded to Prime Minister
OBUCHI’s proposal and the Trilateral Leader’s meeting took place. It was because Japan-Korea
and Japan-China bilateral relations had seen a significant improvement as a result of the so-

called “good-neighbour diplomacy” promoted by Prime Minister OBUCHI.

Japan and Korea were able to take a big step forward to develop future-oriented relations as
“close countries both physically and psychologically” through President KIM Dae-jung’s visit to
Japan in October 1998 and Prime Minister OBUCHI’s visit to Korea in 1999. In particular, the
Japan-Republic of Korea Joint Declaration signed by both leaders on the occasion of President
KIM’s visit to Japan declares the two leaders’ “common determination to raise to a higher
dimension the close, friendly and cooperative relations between Japan and the Republic of
Korea so as to build a new Japan-Republic of Korea partnership towards the twenty-first
century”. Taking this as an opportunity, in 2002, Japan and Korea co-hosted the World Cup,
and Japanese culture was largely released in Korea. These served as a foundation of Japan-

Korea cooperation leading to now.

Similarly, President JIANG Zemin visited Japan for the first time as a Chinese head of state in
November 1998, the memorable year of the 20t anniversary of the conclusion of the Japan-
China Peace and Friendship Treaty. On this occasion, the Japan—China Joint Declaration on
Building a Partnership of Friendship and Cooperation for Peace and Development was adopted,

and this Declaration is considered as one of the “four basic documents”.

That is to say, it is because mutual trust had been developed with China and Korea respectively
that the three countries were each able to choose the path for mutual cooperation while

containing not a few dissenting opinions that arose within their countries.

(2) Hosting the Trilateral Summit independently and regularising the meeting
The next breakthrough of trilateral cooperation was achieved exactly 10 years ago from now
in 2008. In June the same year, the 2" Trilateral Foreign Ministers’ Meeting was held in Tokyo

and the three Ministers agreed to hold the Foreign Ministers’ Meetings on a regular basis. In



December, Trilateral Leader’s meeting was held independently for the first time in Fukuoka. It
is still vivid in my memory that the then-Prime Minister ASO Taro called the meeting “the first
ever Trilateral Summit” at the joint press conference following the Summit meeting and stated
that it was “historically inevitable” that the leaders of the three countries meet regularly and
strengthen cooperation. At the 2" Trilateral Summit held the following year, President LEE
Myung-bak proposed to establish the Trilateral Cooperation Secretariat, and the Secretariat

was inaugurated two years later.

In the meantime, in 2008, Prime Minister FUKUDA Yasuo and President LEE Myung-bak agreed
to resume the “Shuttle diplomacy” that had been suspended between Japan and Korea, and
both leaders visited each other. President HU Jintao also visited Japan 10 years after the
previous visit of the head of the state to celebrate the 30t anniversary of the conclusion of

the Japan-China Treaty of Peace and Friendship.

3. Wisdom for trilateral cooperation

As discussed earlier, trilateral cooperation achieved great development approximately every
10 years between 1998 to 1999 and 2008 to 2009, and one commonality for these periods is
that | was the Foreign Minister of Japan. Though it may be an exaggeration to say that trilateral
cooperation sees a remarkable development when | serve as the Foreign Minister, in any case,

| believe we can say that the bilateral relations of those two periods were relatively good.

Turning to the present state of affairs, while we finally see the light at the end of the tunnel, it
is regrettable that the Trilateral Summit has not been held for the past two years and a half.
The previous Summit of 2015 was also held after three years of suspension. The influence of

the bilateral relations of the time is undeniable.

However, in light of the primary aim of trilateral cooperation, it is highly unfortunate that
trilateral cooperation is affected by bilateral relations. | say this because our predecessors have
strived to establish a custom to discuss positive, forward-looking and active cooperation within
the trilateral framework while acknowledging the challenges of bilateral relations between
nations of geographical proximity. In order to separate bilateral relations and trilateral
cooperation, institutionalisation of future-oriented trilateral cooperation was sought for

through regular Trilateral Summit and establishment of the Trilateral Cooperation Secretariat.



These measures are expected to reverse the situation where bilateral relations affect trilateral
cooperation and vyield bilateral trust through trilateral cooperation. The value of trilateral
cooperation lies in the fact that it makes the three neighbouring countries catalysts to promote

bilateral relations among the three countries.

From this perspective, it is encouraging that Ministerial level meetings have developed in
various sectors including economy and trade, education, environment, finance, transport and
logistics, culture, sports, health and disaster management and more than 100 cooperative
projects have been implemented, and that people-to-people exchange has been actively

promoted at all levels.

4. Expectations from the international community

We need to bear in mind that the international community strongly wishes to see close
trilateral cooperation. The three countries need to take responsibilities as major actors of the
region. The expectations of trilateral cooperation cannot be compared to those of 20 years

ago.

Against emerging protectionism, it is important for China and Japan, the second and third
largest economic powers in the world, and Korea, one of the leading trading nations, to
continue to keep the flag of free trade waving high. We need to be on the front line to take
countermeasures against cross-border threats such as international crime including terrorism,
cyber-attack, and drugs. In the event of natural disasters or an outbreak of infectious diseases
in the region, we will mutually extend helping hands and support each other as we have done
when the three countries confronted the Asian Financial Crisis- such cooperation will not only
benefit the three countries but also the East Asian region, and in turn, the entire international

community.

Furthermore, cooperation of the three countries is indispensable in order to solve an
unprecedentedly critical and grave threat of North Korea’s nuclear and missile development
that the region and the international community currently face, and to achieve
denuclearisation of the Korean Peninsula. The international community is anxiously holding its
breath to see how Japan, China and Korea cooperate and resolve this issue with relevant

stakeholders including the United States. | strongly hope that the three leaders have a



constructive discussion towards the resolution of the North Korea issue at the next Trilateral

Summit.

5. Conclusion

As | have walked you through, a significant breakthrough in trilateral cooperation has been
achieved almost every 10 years, in 1999 and 2008. Coincidentally, this year marks the 10t year
since the last critical moment. It has also been 20 and 40 years respectively since the
conclusion of the aforementioned Japan-Republic of Korea Joint Declaration and the Japan-
China Peace and Friendship Treaty. | would like to conclude my keynote speech wishing that
trilateral cooperation will develop into a new dimension in 2018, and that the Trilateral Summit
scheduled to be held in Tokyo in the near future will serve as its stimulus. Thank you very much

for listening.
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DSU-RU-GUFS consortium (2012- )
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DSU-RU-GUFS consortium (2012- )
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DSU-RU-GUFS consortium (2012- )
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Suggestions for further development

L 1) more undergraduate programs J

» DSU-RU-GUFS is the first undergraduate program since 2012

» The second undergraduate program launced in 2017
(Korea) Seoul National Univ.
(Japan) Tokyo Univ.
(China) Peking Univ.

» 15 consortia (among 17) : graduate course program
(or partly mixed program)
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Suggestions for further development

L 2) Tripartite joint degree for undergraduate J

» currently students can get ‘certificate of completion’
instead of diploma

L 3) more experience of living-learning together J

» DSU-RU-GUFS offers two cycles of mobile campus
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